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ABSTRACT : PURPOSE: To prevent an erroneous insertion of an ink ribbon cassette and to carry out 

printing in an indicated color by providing a detecting body to distinguish the color of an ink 
ribbon at different positions of ink ribbon cassettes and a detecting switch to detect the 
erroneous insertion of the cassette in a cassette bed. 

CONSTITUTION: Detecting bodies 16a-16c are provided at different positions of ink 
ribbon cassettes 13a-13c to distinguish the color of ink ribbons. Detecting switches 
17a-17c are provided in a cassette state 14 at positions corresponding to the respective 
detecting bodies 16a-16c so as to detect an erroneous insertion of cassettes 13a-13c 
through contact with the detecting bodies. If the ink ribbon cassettes 13a-13c are 
erroneously inserted to the cassette stage 14, the detecting bodies 16a-16c are not 
possible to be in touch with the detecting switches 17a-17c, whereby the detecting 
switches are kept OFF. Accordingly, the erroneous insertion of the ink ribbon cassettes 
13a-13c can be detected. Thus, the erroneous insertion of the ink ribbon cassette can be 
prevented, the correct and printing with the specified color can be achieved. 
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